David Valentine grew up far from Lanesboro Arts on Whidbey Island off the coast of Washington
State. David moved to the Twin Cities on Halloween 2020 for a job at the Science Museum of Minnesota
but not too long after decided to part from the museum world. The Twin Cities’ vibrant art community
stole his heart and now David works as the Associate Executive Director of 825 Arts, a non-profit that
serves the surrounding community through art festivals, performances, youth double dutch and Minecraft
programs and more.

As a self-described “artistic vagabond” David noted that he has been involved in a variety of
different art-forms — from play acting, to music-making, to wood carving — constantly expanding his
toolbox. However, David previously had a narrative that visual art and physical art-making wasn’t for
him, historically leaning more toward the performance realm, noting that he only started carving wood in
his late 20s. “As often happens in the cities,” David remarked, “I have been pulled into the puppetry
scene.” Puppetteer friends encouraged this exploration and David’s first solo puppet show in the cities was
in November 2024. This year, David forms part of a BIPOC puppetry performance cohort for beginners
through the six-month program Monkeybear’s Harmolodic Workshop. On April 24th, 25th, and 26th, this
cohort will be performing their final show, each bringing a 10-15 minute piece to Pillsbury House +
Theatre. For a large portion of David’s residency, he worked on four different puppet prototypes for this
show. Through trial and error as well as meetings with mentors while in Lanesboro, David made animal
puppets with mechanisms to isolate the movement of different body parts. In speaking with David, I was
struck by his reflection on how puppetry has opened a whole new world of tactile art-making and allowed
him to re-define himself as an artist. He shared:

I think you can become a stagnant person in defining yourself by what you are and are not as
opposed to seeing yourself in a growth-oriented way: things you are not yet, things you have not
learned yet. It has been helpful for me with puppetry to change the view that I have of myself
from being just a performer into also a maker; and, to learn more about my own learning style.
Part of the reason why I have not been interested in making [physical art] in the past, I am now
realizing, is because I really struggle with visual learning...In learning in a more tactile fashion I
realized that puppetry is something I could explore.

David’s dreams for his pieces include using paper mache and fabric to create puppets that are
Alejandro Jodorowsky-esque style — psychedelic, colorful and strange.

In addition to puppetry, David traveled to Lanesboro Arts with a guitar, bass, mini keyboard and
GarageBand software. After working on puppets during the day, he created one original song each night.
This dedication to song-making is extremely impressive and David identified three different genres of his
songs: one, pop with indie and some funk influence; two, shoegaze-y, Interpole, math rock inspired
alternative; and, three, the need to simply create genre. In asking him about the discipline required to
make a song every night, he shared that the residency provided the opportunity to break out of patterns of
numbing — that is, coming home and just engaging in activity that allows you to turn off your brain for a
while — and access creative exploration.



While David’s residency fell during the coldest week of the year, spending most of his time in the
studio, he would venture out and find sweet conversations with locals at Lanesboro Market and Granny’s
Liquor. Tuesday trivia at High Court Pub with staff and friends was a hit as well. When David went on
nearby adventures he walked on the bridge crossing the Root River, explored Eagle Bluff as well as the
Owl Center. When asked what advice he would give to future residents at Lanesboro, he emphasized how

invaluable it is to “capitalize on the splendor of the Driftless.”

Thank you David for bringing such curiosity and warmth to the Lanesboro community! If you
want to experience David’s work in action, stay up to date with Monkeybear’s Harmolodic Workshop and
ConFluence, a biennial BIPOC fantasy convention David co-organizes that will be back in 2027.



