What began as a project to process the grief of my grandmother's passing a year and a
half ago transformed into an experience filled with gratitude and appreciation. While
preparing for my BIPOC Artist Residency through Lanesboro Arts, | planned to make a
series of ephemeral shrines as an homage to my grandma who taught me to notice and
appreciate the intricate details of the natural world around me. In their creation, however,
my gratitude for the Lanesboro community, landscape, and its hospitality grew alongside
remembering such an important figure in my life.

Over the past two weeks in Lanesboro | have wandered wooded areas, meadows, and
river banks thinking about my grandma and my family. The small objects | found during
my excursions are incorporated into this series of ephemeral shrines, reflecting what |
now recognise as my own spiritual practice and the beauty within Lanesboro’s
landscape. | invite my fellow art and nature lovers, or anyone who is curious, to visit
these sites and allow these shrines to spark gratitude or remembrance for someone
important.

Though found objects, ceramics, and elements of collage have been continual elements
in my artistic practice, this residency comes at a point where | seem to be shifting my
focus toward something new. So in addition to honoring my grandma, | would love to
thank the Lanesboro community for this opportunity to experiment with my practice by
leaving this work behind for you to ponder. In closing, a special thank you to my family
for instilling in me the value of noticing small joys in nature and to the Lanesboro Arts
Staff, especially Leah Steding, for their support in making my visit such a rewarding
experience.

Elea Besse is a 2025/26 Lanesboro Arts BIPOC Artist-in-residence. She is a Saint Paul,
Minnesota raised artist who obtained her Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art from Whitman
College (Walla Walla, WA) in spring of 2023, with a concentration in Ceramic Studies.
She also has a minor in Rhetoric, Writing, and Public Discourse from Whitman which she
frequently draws upon in her creative practice. Combining themes of memory, time,
place, and environmental processes, Elea’s artwork serves as material means for the
exploration of these transient concepts. Her creative process lies in a deliberate
embrace of abstract forms and utilizing decals, everyday objects and elements from
nature. In creating ceramic sculptures and hanging objects, she translates introspective
experiences and emotional processes into tangible and tactile objects. Elea is currently
based in the Twin Cities, Minnesota where she gains much of her creative inspiration
from the physical environment and her community.
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